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time; and (3) that the 14 minarets of the palace of the then Great
King of Persia, Nosherawan, fell by themselves, as showing the end
of the King's family, and the substitution thereof of the 14 future
other Kings from his descent. The religious books of Islam teem with
millions of miracles and wonderful things, brought to light both at the
time of the Prophet's birth and in his lifetime, when he revealed himself
as Prophet, and expounded all the hidden secrets, words, and commands
of God.

The Prophet's birth, which came with such pomp and show, is now
the theme of the annual celebration amongst Mahommedans of all
persuasions and schools. The ritual, which generally lasts the first two
weeks of the Rabiul-awul month, has now become so conspicuously
popular by its importance that true Mussulmans keep the obscrvanco
throughout the year whenever they possibly can. This rite has a speci-
fic name termed "Mtlad" or ** Moloud-i-Sharif" moaning thereby the
Prophet's sacred birth celebration; and in this jovial meeting or merry-
making party hundreds of Mohammedans of all denominations unite and
assemble to hear books or passages from tho Koran read or recited by
readers, whose only duty it is to read over to their audience the poems
and prose works, and all sorts of available writings, works dealing
exclusively with the Prophet's personal virtues and qualities, his birth,
and all the events attending it; and also dealing with his childhood and
manhood, together with all the surrounding weighty accidents that
happened in the course of his life.

Of many noticeable matters the most important of all is the Miraj
night, when the Prophet, in the twinkling of an eye, is said to have
travelled over all parts of the skies, and to have seen and met tho
Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient God. It is in this night
that the Prophet resorted from Mecca to Jerusalem, or baitul-mokitd*
dus, the mausoleum of tlie former Prophets, whore Mohammed is said to
have mot the Prophets who lived there, and to have led them in a prayer
which was done literally to obtain for him tho leaddrahip of aad
superiority over ail his predecessors. It waa in that vory night that
he attained salvation for his followers, and tho ordinary forms of prayers